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NEIGHBORHOOD PICNIC
NooN to 2:30 p.m. Aug. 25 At 

the LAke pAddeN pArk pLAygrouNd pAviLLioN

    Yes, we’ll have grilled salmon again this year at our picnic. For those not favoring fish, we’ll provide hamburg-
ers, brats, and veggie burgers for our vegan friends, buns, chips and fixin’s. We’ll also provide drinks: water, iced 
tea and soda. (No alcohol is allowed in city parks.) If your last name begins with A through N, please bring a side 
dish or a salad. Last names starting with O thru Z, please bring a dessert item. We’ve had some unique dishes at 
past picnics and hope to continue in that tradition. Dust off the old family recipes and bring something amazing!
    We look forward to seeing you on the 25th. Enter the park through the east entrance and follow the road to the 
pavilion next to the playground. There is no extra charge for members of the Association. Guest fee is $5 per per-
son. Or, if you are not a current member, consider joining. Details are on the back of this newsletter, or you can 
join at the picnic. Bring your folding chairs and maybe a blanket to sit on and we’ll see you there, rain or shine.

The overall mission of the Samish Neighborhood Association is to pre-
serve the neighborhood character and quality of life in our neighborhood. 
We will continue to be advocates for maintaining Samish Neighborhood 
character as our city experiences exciting new growth and uncomfortable 
growing pains. Nearly all of Samish (not including Lake Padden Park) is 
residential in nature. Many Samish residents bought or rented a home here 
because they were attracted to the neighborhood character. Experiencing 
unanticipated changes in character after moving in can affect the attraction 
and change home values.
    Many ongoing city activities will almost certainly impact Samish. Pro-
posed new apartment complexes, more traffic on our narrow residential 
streets, San Juan Boulevard consideration, increased housing density, 
detached ADUs and pressure on residential single zoning are in our future. 
More information on several of these issues is detailed in this newsletter. If 
you would like to be more informed about what’s happening with the city, 
consider attending our board meetings (announced on our website). If you 
would like to go beyond just being informed, consider joining the board of 
directors. We have current vacancies and would welcome new voices.
    Our annual picnic on Sunday, Aug. 25, (details in this newsletter) is an 
opportunity to chat casually with board members, express your concerns, 
meet more neighbors and share good food. I also encourage residents to 
join the Samish Neighborhood Association if you are not already mem-
bers. Membership information is in this newsletter and you can join at the 
picnic.
                                                                                                           - Steve Abell
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       Board meetings are held 7 
p.m. on the second Thursday of 
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and are open to all. 

  There is a public comment 
period at the beginning of 

each meeting so that anyone 
attending can be heard. These 
public comments are limited 

to three minutes each, 
but issues needing more time 

can be put on the meeting agenda 
by contacting the President 

of the Association. 
Email 

samishneighborhood@gmail.
com.
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CityView Looms over Samish, Puget 
    A new apartment project, called CityView, has been submitted to the city’s Planning Department for the 11-
acre parcel known as the Hawley Tract located at the northeast corner of Nevada St. at Consolidation Ave. The 
parcel was previously of interest to an out-of-town student dormitory corporation known as Ambling whose 
plans to put four dormitory-style buildings (University Ridge) there were ultimately deemed unfeasible by the 
company six years ago after a limiting decision from the Hearing Examiner. This time a local developer, Morgan 
Bartlett of Madrona Bay Real Estate Investments, has drawn up preliminary plans for a single 5-6 story edifice 
with 136 three-bedroom, three-bathroom units (408 total).  The developer’s plan also provides 395 parking 
spaces. Although the developer would not specifically state that the apartments would be for students, the fact 
that each bedroom of the 136 units has its own bath provides a hint about the use. The developer held a pre-
application meeting with the neighbors on July 8th  and received some vehement and specific feedback. Since the 
parcel lies on the border between the Puget and Samish neighborhoods, residents from both were out in force at 
the meeting. Once the developer submits his final plans, a 14-day public comment period will open. The final ap-
proval lies with the Director of Planning unless the developer’s plans necessitate any variances at which time the 
Hearing Examiner would have the decision authority.  
    As with the last apartment proposal (University Ridge) this one is fraught with many of the same issues. The 
property is on a hill and heavily suffused with ground water runoff and infiltration. Where this runoff will go 
after a huge building is added is problematic. The effect of an additional 395 vehicles in what is now a quiet 
neighborhood has implications for pedestrian safety, traffic congestion and an increased number of vehicular 
accidents. The current residents will discover increased noise and light pollution at all hours from a population 
(student) whose habits and schedules are incompatible with those of working families with schoolchildren. Any-
thing akin to neighborhood character will be, for all intents and purposes, destroyed.
  - Dick Conoboy

    Speeding in residential areas is a chief concern for many Samish residents, largely because of the perceived 
risks to children, elderly, bicyclists and other pedestrians. It is a known fact that speeding decreases overall 
control of vehicles – given that they are exceeding the safe speed on a given roadway as determined by traffic 
engineers. Stopping distances are increased, crashes are more severe at higher speeds and vehicles travel farther 
during the time elapsed as drivers react to road hazards or unexpected “obstacles” (which can and do include ac-
tive children, elderly folks, dog-walkers and people of all ages crossing the street to pick up their mail).
    There are several areas of Samish Neighborhood that elicit an inordinate number of complaints from residents 
about vehicles exceeding the posted speed limits by 10-20 mph or more. These include Samish Way (Ridge-
mont to 48th St. – posted as 35 mph), 34th St. (Taylor Ave. to Connelly Ave. – posted as 25 mph) and 40th St. 
(Elwood Ave. to Samish Crest Dr. – posted as 25 mph). While there are myriad reasons why people choose 
to speed, it may not always be such a highly conscious act. People may subconsciously speed if they’re not fully 
aware of the speed limit and hilly terrain can turn even normally law-abiding drivers into speed demons if they 
aren’t careful to apply their brakes now and then. Take a look in the mirror and ask yourself if you’re driving 
like a considerate neighbor should. We are all neighbors to one another and would likely not want to meet 
under the circumstances of a vehicle crash involving property damage, personal injury or even worse.
    A related risky behavior is the tendency of an increasing number of drivers to ignore stop signs in neighbor-
hoods as though they were only suggestions. For example, the stop signs at 40th St. and Wildwood Dr. are fre-
quently ignored by some drivers after a cursory check for oncoming or turning vehicles. This is dangerous driv-
ing behavior (what other traffic signs or signals then become optional?) and sets a poor example for other and 
younger drivers to emulate, as though it was a fully legal and acceptable practice. There is a saying (a C.S. Lewis 
quote) that directly applies to this scenario: “Integrity is doing the right thing, even if no one is watching.”
    Let’s all make a conscious effort to know the speed limits on our common commutes and try to stay at or un-
der that speed for the safety of all around us. It’s a small price to pay for the safety of all your neighbors. Let’s also 
try to drive with a little more personal integrity. Our only recourse is to pester our busy police officers, who have 
better uses for their time, to try to encourage more integrity through the application of fines and penalties.

 –Tom Dohman

Speeding in Residential Areas



    As Samish Neighborhood continues to be developed, there are growing concerns about the potential traffic 
congestion that extend beyond the borders of our neighborhood. Development plans for the Samish Urban Vil-
lage west of I-5 poses a bit of a challenge as the city has decided to narrow the street (street diet). Samish Way, 
which is currently a four-lane road, will be reduced to two lanes with added bike lanes on either side and a left 
turn lane in the middle.  For those of you who do use Samish Way to get downtown, please be aware. 
    These changes are not quite as drastic as others coming our way. Samish Way is basically a commercial street 
and we expect a bit more traffic and development as Bellingham grows.
    However, there is a new proposed development called CityView which would be built at the Consolidation 
Avenue/Nevada Street intersection.  (Note: This development is in Puget Neighborhood, but one side sits on our 
border.) The proposal includes a 5-6 story building with 395 parking spaces. The proposed traffic pattern would 
take those cars down Consolidation which, considering the current street size, is ridiculous. Consolidation is 
a narrow residential street that would be choked with this additional traffic. Also, once down Consolidation, 
where does the traffic flow? ... Onto Ashley down to Lincoln or left on Ashley to Byron or straight up Ashley to 
Elwood/40th and then down to the I-5 bridge. We have considerable traffic during the peak rush hours, but add 
150 cars to that and you had better plan to leave your home a half-hour earlier.
    Added to this issue are the new townhomes on Ashley and then a potential development on Elwood (City has 
already looked favorably on this) and we have massive traffic congestion on Ashley, Consolidation and Elwood. 
All these streets filter onto Samish Way. The City appears to be more concerned with infill than whether a citizen 
can get out of their driveway in the morning because of the steady stream of cars. 
    Already with the new development on Lincoln (next to Fred Meyer), we have seen an increase in traffic. Imag-
ine what that will be like if these new developments are given the green light. 
 – Joy Hale

Traffic Concerns

Samish Hill Logging Update ... Again
    As reported in the Spring 2019 Samish Neighborhood Association Newsletter, about 68 acres of land were 
logged last summer in Samish Heights. This logging was done in accordance with Washington Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) guidelines without any oversight from the City of Bellingham or Whatcom County 
governments. One of the DNR guidelines is that the area cannot be used for 10 years except for reforestation.  
    We also reported two years ago of the “thinning” of 32 acres by the same owner and logging company. The 
roads constructed for this logging, whether by design, or coincidence, look to be aligned with plans revealed by 
the landowner for development. One of the main reasons this development cannot go forward right now is due 
to the Samish Neighborhood Plan and associated City Comprehensive Plan requiring the development of San 
Juan Boulevard. 
          – Joe Carpenter

More Traffic Coming to Samish Neighborhood
    The new apartments on Ashley St., just north of Byron St., continue to be constructed. Another new proposal 
for both apartments and commercial space has been submitted to the City of Bellingham for the area off Elwood 
Ave. between Lincoln St. and 40th Ave. 
    CityView, yet another project that is much larger than the first two, is proposed off Consolidation Ave. and 
Nevada St. The impact of traffic in our neighborhood from these new residents will be meaningful. High-density 
housing being built in areas with only residential street infrastructure has always been a concern for the SNA 
Board. Even if you do not live near this area, you will still be impacted if you use the Elwood/Samish Way/Lin-
coln intersection. You will also be impacted if you travel down Ashley St. towards Lincoln St. Though our Samish 
Neighborhood is predominantly single-family homes, we are not opposed to higher density housing if it is done 
in a location and manner that respects the character of our neighborhood and does not have a meaningfully 
negative impact to the current residents.
  – Joe Carpenter  



SNA 
Membership Benefits

    Your dues help maintain our 
ability to host our March annual 
business meeting and the August 
picnic. Your dues also enable us to 
mail informative newsletters to all 
Samish residents twice a year and 
cover expenses such as our post of-
fice box and website. 
    We appreciate the support of all 
members. We will happily accept 
new members at any time of year – 
for example, at the August picnic. 
Annual dues are $15 or ($12 for se-
niors) and will extend membership 
to the following April 1. If you have 
questions about your membership 
status, contact Steve Abell at 360-
734-1098 or samishneighborhood@
gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Yes, I want to join my friends and neighbors as a member of 
the Samish Neighborhood Association, a 501 (c)(4) non-profit 
association. I want to be a member that supports and promotes 
the high quality of life in our neighborhood and in our city. I 
am enclosing annual payment of dues valid through March 31 
of next year.

Please Print clearly, esp. your email address

    Name: 

    Address:
    
    Phone:

    Email:

Send check and form to SNA, P.O. Box 5144, Bellingham, WA 
98227. Thank you for being a member.
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    There are several ways to access neighborhood information if you have Internet access:
       • samishneighborhood.org is our website. There you can find minutes of past board meetings, notes of 

future meetings and announcements and links to other useful and interesting information.
       • www.facebook.com/samishneighborhoodassociation is our Facebook page. Anyone can access it but 

only Facebook members can post or make comments.
      • https://samishhill.nextdoor.com - This is a free private network where Samish residents can read or con-

tribute to ongoing on-line conversations (like having a friendly chat with your “Nextdoor” neighbor). If 
you’re interested in law enforcement news, Bellingham’s two NPO’s (Neighborhood Police Officers) post 
messages here.


