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NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING
7 p.m. march 20 at the elk’s lodge, lower level

710 samish way
    Please join us for our Samish Neighborhood Annual meeting. We will 
have two informative guest speakers, Rick Sepler, Director Planning & 
Community Development Dept, and Eric Johnston, Assistant Director, 
Public Works, and City Traffic Engineer. We’ll also be previewing our 
newly redesigned website. This meeting is a great opportunity to meet 
new and current neighbors and talk to board members about topics that 
are important to you. This meeting, like all our meetings, is open to all 
Samish residents – whether members of the Association or not – plus the 
general public. We’ll be in the lower level “Game Room”.
    If you arrive at 6:30, we’ll also have a few nibbles and beverages to 
enjoy while chatting with fellow residents. If you are not a member of the 
Samish Neighborhood Association, please consider joining. Among other 
things, your dues support these newsletters and our new website. An-
nual fees, due by April 1, are $15 per household ($12 senior household). 
If you are a current member, please consider renewing your membership 
by paying dues. Dues can be paid in person at the meeting (we can accept 
cash or check but not credit/debit cards) or by mail using the membership 
form in this newsletter.

Board of Directors
Steve Abell (president), Dick Conoboy (vice president and MNAC alternate rep), Joe Carpenter, Tom Read 
(treasurer), Tom Dohman (secretary and MNAC representative), Joy Hale, Nikki Long, Jon Neville

President’s Comments
    The main goal of the Samish Neighborhood Association is to maintain the character of our neighborhood and 
the quality of life for its residents. We very much appreciate receiving both financial and organizational support 
from Samish neighbors. We encourage all residents to become members of our Association, but you don’t have 
to be a member to attend any of our meetings. If you’re interested in getting more involved in neighborhood and 
city issues please consider joining the Board of Directors. We currently have several openings for new Board 
members. Board elections occur at the March meeting, but nominations can be made at any time including from 
the floor at the March meeting. If you are interested or would like more information please email samishneigh-
borhood@gmail.com or call Steve Abell, (360) 734-1098.
    We will have two city representatives at the upcoming March meeting: Rick Sepler, Director, Planning & 
Community Development Dept., and Eric Johnston, City Traffic Engineer and Assistant Director, Public Works. 
Rick will give us an overview of development plans for the Samish Way Urban Village and how the changes may 
impact traffic flow between Samish Neighborhood and downtown. Eric will speak to how Public Works makes 
decisions about adding stop signs to existing intersections (Ashley & Byron Streets, in particular). He will also 
talk about what measures can be taken to control speeding on residential streets (40th Street, in particular). 
Board members Jon Neville and Tom Dohman will preview our redesigned website which will have improved 
graphics and easier access to neighborhood information. 
    One phrase that appears frequently in state, city, and neighborhood planning documents is “neighborhood 
character.” So – what is this? It’s a concept with many dimensions. Let me refer you to an official city document 
that includes some neighborhood history and a thorough discussion of Samish Neighborhood character. It is the 
Samish Neighborhood Plan, written in 2007 and revised multiple times since. The document, included in the 
city’s Comprehensive Plan, is available in paper form at the public library, or by accessing the online version at 
https://www.cob.org/documents/planning/neighborhoods/samish.pdf
    We will continue to be advocates for maintaining Samish Neighborhood character as our city experiences 
exciting new development and uncomfortable growing pains. If you have an issue you’d like to raise, please let 
us know. We look forward to seeing you at the March 20 meeting. Come at 6:30 for refreshments. The meeting 
starts at 7:00.     
           – Steve Abell      



    I joined the Samish Neighborhood Board in 2002. At that time, the completion of San Juan Blvd had already 
been reviewed and approved by the SNA Board for many years. This was a slow process of approval for our board 
back then, but the City’s Planning and Public Works Department won them over when we saw the need and 
subsequent construction of Barkley Boulevard. 
    Our board recently became aware of it being removed from the City of Bellingham’s 6-Year Street Construc-
tion Program back in 2011. After some research, I discovered it was first put on the 6-Year Plan in 1994. It was 
therefore on the plan for almost 18 years! 
    The two largest property owners on Samish Hill want the ‘Comprehensive Plan’ for the Samish Neighborhood 
to be changed so this arterial connection requirement is removed. The City of Bellingham’s Planning department 
supports this, despite the City spending millions of dollars on land acquisition, street construction, and design 
and engineering for San Juan’s future construction.  
    The Samish Neighborhood, like the Puget and Whatcom Falls Neighborhoods, would be dramatically impact-
ed if this East/West Connector is not constructed. It would require filtering new traffic through existing residen-
tial streets that were never designed or constructed to handle this increased traffic.
    Our board is following this issue very closely and doing additional research on why the Planning Department 
supports this and why the Public Works Department removed it from the 6-Year Plan. We will keep you updated 
when we have more information.
           – Joe Carpenter

San Juan Boulevard Cancelled? Permanently?

    The Samish Neighborhood Association (SNA) Board of Directors voted several months ago to craft a new 
website using readily available website builder tools.  This new site was created by and will be maintained by SNA 
board members (same domain name: samishneighborhood.org).  Aside from some visual and content improve-
ments, the main benefits of the new site are that it will be much easier to refresh, update and change as the need 
arises.  We can easily add timely information about important issues and events impacting the Samish neighbor-
hood and its livability.  The site was launched recently and we encourage all Samish residents to visit and learn 
how you can contribute to its vitality and relevance.

Samish Neighborhood Website Relaunched

Samish Neighborhood Bus Service
    For decades, the buses serving our neighborhood were the 43-44 tandem. Both buses ran a loop from down-
town along Lakeway, Yew Street, Samish Way, Lincoln Street back to Lakeway and back downtown. The distinc-
tion was that the 43 operated before noon and went clockwise around the loop (Yew Street before Samish Way) 
while the 44 operated after noon and went in the opposite direction. This worked quite well for our neighbor-
hood, especially if one could arrange to leave in the morning and come back after noon. The routes were particu-
larly convenient for visits to the Lakeway Fred Meyer and even, with a little walking, to Sehome Village.
    A few years ago as part of reconfiguring bus routes the 43 and 44 were discontinued and partially replaced by 
the 533. This travels the first part of the former 43 route along Lakeway, Yew Street, Samish Way, and a bit of Lin-
coln Street to the Park & Ride where it turns around and returns downtown by way of Yew Street. In other words, 
the only way to get downtown by bus from our neighborhood at present is via Yew Street. Not surprisingly, use 
of the 533 bus in our neighborhood has been very sparse.
    Since last summer WTA has been planning another round of route changes to go into effect this coming June. 
Their proposal last fall was to shorten the 533 route by going only about as far as the eastern entrance to Lake 
Padden Park. There would be no service to the Samish Neighborhood at all.  
    There were enough protests about this (including a letter from the SNA Board) for WTA to arrange a public 
meeting last November. Happily they listened to the protests and altered the proposal to in effect bring back the 
44 route (though still called 533)—from downtown to Lincoln and Lakeway, then Lincoln, Samish Way, Yew 
Street, and back downtown on Lakeway. There was a final public meeting in January where several of us asked 
for a further tweak—the entire 43-44 tandem to return, or at least just the 43 rather than the 44 since it would 
serve our neighborhood better. They were not adopted, so our service from next June will be as just described. 
This is not ideal, but a great deal better than no service at all. We are grateful for all the neighborhood residents 
who helped to preserve our bus service (and even improve it) by calling WTA, sending a letter or e-mail, or at-
tending one or more of the public meetings.
           – Tom Read



The Ridgemont Park, 810 38th St., renovation project that began on Nov. 30, 2018, has proceeded steadily. The 
major renovation work is now complete. The new park equipment has been installed, including the central play 
area and a new swing set. The paved walking path connecting the 38th Street sidewalk to the central play area is 
completed, affording a better walking route during the rainy season. The work has included the creation of a few 
raised mounds to provide some elevation variety to the surrounding grassy park area.  Unfortunately, the funds 
allotted for this project were not sufficient to pay for the planned paint striping of the half basketball court.
    While there are a few items still to install including park signage, a picnic table and hydro-seeded lawn, the 
playground equipment is now open for use. The orange construction mesh fencing is still present around most of 
the perimeter of the park (to limit access thru the lawn areas), but the paved walking path and entrance off 38th 
Street is open. This ‘soft’ opening allows for the playground to be used at this time by residents and visitors alike.  
Until the lawn signage is removed, please keep off the raised mounds and other areas of bare dirt which need to 
be protected for any new grass planted to become established.
           – Tom Dohman

Soft Opening of Ridgemont Park

    A group of concerned Samish neighbors who connected via Nextdoor.com are meeting periodically to discuss 
serious safety concerns related to speeding vehicles and stop-sign runners on a hilly section of 40th St. between 
Samish Crest and Elwood Ave. The focus is primarily on what types of tangible mitigation measures can be real-
istically implemented to mitigate these unsafe and illegal behaviors before a serious accident occurs. The posted 
speed limit is 25 mph and yet vehicles (cars and trucks) are seen driving at least twice that speed or even 3 - 4 
times that speed (motorcycles)! The incidence of motorists driving right through the stop signs posted at 40th St 
and Wildwood Dr. (northbound, southbound, to and from Wildwood Dr. and sometimes at a high rate of speed) 
happens multiple times daily.
    Once this group of neighbors has agreed on a few “concrete” and feasible suggestions for presentation to the 
COB Public Works team, this group will schedule a face-to-face meeting with a few of these neighbors and the 
appropriate city staff. With continued future development of the Samish neighborhood, coupled with the steep 
grade of sections of 40th St., this recognized safety issue is likely to worsen rather than improve – unless more 
effective control measures are put in place. If others would like to demonstrate their concerns and join in this 
grass-roots effort, please contact Tom Dohman (tokadohma@gmail.com  509-308-0370).
    We encourage every motorist on 40th St. (and elsewhere) to be informed of the speed limit (i.e., 25 mph) and 
brake as needed on our hilly terrain – for the safety of us all!
           – Tom Dohman

Mitigation of Speeding on 40th Street

Samish Heights Logging Project
    Samish Heights, Inc. (a private landowner group) has filed a Class III Application for a 10-Year Forest Man-
agement Plan with the Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for a parcel of private land 
(within the Bellingham Urban Growth Area) situated above both Wildwood Drive and Whitewater Drive. The 
application was approved on Dec. 16, 2018, by the DNR and allows for various forest activities to proceed. It’s 
important to note this application relates to a logging and reforestation plan and will require adherence to a 
10-year moratorium on conversion of this land to any use other than Commercial Forest Product Operations.  
Other land-use activities cannot proceed until late 2028. The landowner of record is Samish Heights, Inc. (Jack 
Seguin); the logging operator is Janicki Logging & Construction (Rob Janicki).
    Related work began in December 2018 with creation of a 2,000-foot long gravel-topped access road for log-
ging equipment.  The application allows harvesting of 95% of the standing timber on the 68.3-acre parcel (about 
1.3 million board feet of lumber).  The logging is expected to begin in March 2019 but may be delayed until 
June 2019. The duration of active logging activities is expected to be two to four weeks. The logged areas will be 
replanted in March 2020 with various tree species (fir, cedar, hemlock, etc.) at a density of 250-plus seedlings per 
acre.
    It’s expected that log trucks and other heavy equipment will follow similar routes as they did in 2017.  While 
there were no safety-related incidents back then, we encourage Samish residents to watch for unsafe driving 
practices or violations of traffic laws by the vehicle drivers.  If you believe these vehicles pose a significant threat 
to people or roadways, you can report them to the Bellingham Police Department non-emergency number 360-
778-8800.
           – Tom Dohman



SNA Membership Benefits
    Your dues not only show your sup-
port for SNA but also enable us to pro-
vide food and beverages for the Spring 
meeting and Fall picnic. Dues also help 
us send two newsletters per year to all 
households in Samish Neighborhood plus 
cover incidental expenses.
    Please complete the membership form 
and add or update your email address, 
then mail the form with your check pay-
able to SNA to the address shown. You 
may also pay dues at the March meet-
ing (cash or check only please). We will 
not share your email address; we use it 
for timely information updates and SNA 
meeting information.
    Most members renew their member-
ships at this March meeting. Annual 
dues will extend membership to April 1 
of the next year. 
    If you’re not sure if your membership is 
expiring please call Steve Abell, 360-734-
1098.
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Membership Form

Yes, I want to join my friends and neighbors as a member 
of  the Samish Neighborhood Association, a 501(c)(4) non-
profit association. I want to be a member who supports and 
promotes the high quality of  life in our neighborhood and in 
our city. I am enclosing annual payment of  dues valid through 
April 1 of  next year.

Please Print Clearly

Name:  _____________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________

Phone:  ____________________________________

Email:  _____________________________________

Circle one:   $15 Household   $12 Senior Household

Circle one:    Renewal    New Member

Send check and this form to SNA, PO Box 5144, Bellingham 
WA 98227. Thank you for being a member.

Samish Neighborhood News is published twice annually by the Samish Neighborhood  Association, P.O. Box 5144, 
Bellinghham, WA 98227.Editor: Greg McCracken. Board meetings held at 7 p.m., second Thursday of the month in the 
basement of the Community Baptist Church, 810 Samish Way, except in March (general meeting) and September (pic-
nic). Thy are open to all.There is a public comment period at the beginning of  each meeting so that anyone attending 
can be heard. These public comments are limited to three  minutes, but issues needing more time can be put on the 

meeting agenda by contacting the President of the Association. 


